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12-year-old Orianna Walker of Camden, who attends UrbanPromise Ministries' after school programs in Camden,
rides on a replica of the dog sled used by African American explorer Matthew Henson on his expedition to the North
Pole in the early 1900s, as 13-year-old Miya Roane of Camden who attends UrbanPromise Ministries' after school
programs pushes, as the sled is pulled by a sled dog team for the first time during a demonstration at the Kiwanis Club
of Pennridge's Sled Dog Challenge held in Sellersville, PA on Saturday. The sled was built by Walker and other youth
at UrbanPromise Ministries in Camden.

SELLERSVILLE, PA — There was no snow, but a group of students from Camden

were still able to say, “Mush,” when they participated in the Pennridge Dog Sled

Challenge here this weekend.



And they got to use a sled they built themselves.

“We built the sled two years ago at the Shipyard and Maritime Museum in South

Camden,” said Steve Tuttle, who used to work for the city’s Urban Promise Missionary.

“We wanted to do something that would honor the great African American explorer

Matthew Henson, who located the North Pole along with Admiral Robert Perry.

“So as an after-school program, we had students participate in the building of a sled just

like the one Henson used.”

Tuttle said he and other Urban Promise workers went to New York City to look at a real

sled Henson had built so they could take photographs and measurements.

“This kind of sled was designed by Henson and primarily used to transport goods and

equipment,” Tuttle said of the 10-foot long sled.

“Henson learned the Inuit language and learned how to work with sled dogs. They would

transport cargo and equipment and build stations along the way (to the Pole), so when

they came back they could pick up the supplies they needed.”

“It was really fun to learn how to build (the sled),” said student Orianna Walker, a

member of Urban Promise. “We had to take wood and put it into really hot, boiling

water. And then we would bend it so it would keep the curve.”

The dog sled is sponsored by the Sellersville Kiwanis Club. Kiwanis member and 20-year

dog sledding veteran Chuck Weiss describes the Dog Sled Challenge as “a party for sled

dog people.”



Instead of a full-fledged race, mushers engage in a variety of spectator-friendly

competitions throughout the day.

The Camden sled made its debut Saturday behind sled dogs, with Walker enjoying a ride

behind the team.

“The best part was making it,” she said. “But seeing it being pulled by the dogs and

riding on it was also very cool. It went really fast.”

“It was awesome and so much fun to see the kids here and see the sled move with the

dogs,” said Tuttle.

“We wished we could have been here a couple years when we had all that snow, but we

just couldn’t do it.”

Reach Joe Cooney at (856) 317-7830 or jcooney@camden.gannett.com.
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